Welcome to Austin.  We are so glad that you are able to take part in the Together for Adoption Conference this weekend and hope that God uses this time to stir your heart for the Gospel and for the orphan.  In addition, we hope that you get to experience this amazing city that we love!  In case you have time to explore the city while you are here, these are some of our favorite places.  All of the places with asterisks have a location in close proximity to either Hill Country Bible Church or the Renaissance Hotel.

Local Places to Eat

All American Eateries 

*Kerbey Lane – a longstanding Austin favorite, open late night

Magnolia – a longstanding Austin favorite, open late night

Austin Java – a coffeedhouse with a great menu of breakfast, sandwiches, etc.

Eastside Café – quaint, natural and organic foods

Foodheads - quaint

Freddie’s Place – fun outdoor atmosphere

Fricanos – small restaurant, best sandwiches in town!

Blue Dahlia – great casual and cozy atmosphere with 

Blue Star Cafeteria – uptown, comfort-cuisine, not your typical cafeteria!

Galaxy café – local favoirte diner featuring a gluten free menu

Eastside Showroom – great food and drinks plus live music and art

Hyde Park Grill – located in one of Austin's old-school neighborhoods near UT



*Thundercloud Subs – local, fastfood subs



Shady Grove – funky menu and funkier atmosphere



*Hoover's – downhome southern cookin'



La Madeline – soups, sandwiches, and salads



Chez Zee – cozy and eclectic atmosphere with great food and desserts


Burgers



*Mighty Fine – try their milkshakes too!



Huts – long standing burger joint in the heart of downtown



Phil's Ice House – with a playground and an Amy's Ice Cream on site, a must try!



P Terry's – great burgers and veggie burgers


Italian



Mandola's – the best place to eat Italian in Austin, for an adventure head to their winery


Vegetarian



Casa de Luz – organic, vegan, macrobiotic restaurant and community center



Mother’s – laid-back vegetarian restaurant


Tex Mex



Hula Hut – located on Lake Austin, one of Austin's most popular



*Chuy's – funky, trendy and fun, Tex Mex with an Austin flavor 



*Z Tejas – makes for a great date night!



Zocolo – fresh, fun, and modern



Torchy’s Tacos – unique and delicious tacos



Juan in a Million – a shady building with great food and a great owner, try the Don Juan!



Guero's – located on South Congress



El Chile/El Chilito – modern and trendy, great food and fun atmosphere



Pappasito’s – known for their fajitas



Maudie's – tride and true local Tex Mex



Freebird's – the Austin version of Chipotle



The Oasis – fantastic view of Lake Travis


Barbecue



The Salt Lick – one trip here, and you'll come back to visit Austin for sure!



*Rudy's – restaurant and gas station in one, amazing breakfast tacos and banana pudding



Iron Works – located downtown, some of the best bbq in Texas



The County Line – a favorite for the food and the scenery


Pizza



Eastside Pies – a favorite, located on Austin's east side



Home Slice – located on South Congress, dine in or grab a slice from the street window



Red House Pizza – great happy hour specials

Fun Things to Do with (or without) Kids


Phil's Ice House – with a playground and an Amy's Ice Cream on site, a must try!


*Mighty Fine – try their milkshakes too! Round Rock location has a playground


Central Market - restaurant plus playground


*Brushy Creek Splash Pad – public park with fountains and sprinklers


Deep Eddy- natural pool


Zilker Park and Zilker Park Train 

Austin Children's Museum 


Peter Pan Mini Golf – (for parents, its bring your own beer – in a can)


*Extreme Fun Bounce House

Schlitterbahn Water Park (San Antonio)


SeaWorld (San Antonio)


Rent a Kayak on Town Lake – there are several places to rent, the Rowing Dock is one
  
Austin Nature and Science Center

Emma Long Park – on Lake Austin, coplete with a beach and swimming area

Parks and Outdoor Fun


Barton Springs – an absolute must-do in Austin


Mayfield Park

Mt. Bonnell – the highest point in Austin, great view, lots of stairs to climb


Deep Eddy – natural springs pool, great shallow area for young kids


Lake Travis 

Hike the Green Belt

Emma Long Park – on Lake Austin, coplete with a beach and swimming area
Unique Austin Experiences


Walk or run on Town Lake

Watch the Bats

Eat at Trailors



Franklins Barbecue


Flip Happy Crepes


*Hey Cupcake!


Mighty Cone

*Alamo Drafthouse – dine-in movie theater

Bars and Pubs


Clive Bar

Eastside Showroom – great food and drinks plus live music and art


The Good Knight – cocktails and comfort food


Ginger Man – a favorite local pub located downtown


Hotel San Jose Bar – tucked away on South Congress


Halcyon – coffeshop and bar


Jo's – coffeeshop on S. Congress, sit on the patio or grab a cup to go


*Alamo Drafthouse – dine-in movie theater


The Lustre Pearl – great outdoor patio


Draught House pub – beer only


Mozarts – coffeeshop and bar located on Lake Austin


Uncorked - wine bar

Coffeeshops


Dominican Joe – coffeeshop downtown, benefits Makarios, a nonprofit operating in the DR


Progress – downtown, fun, modern, and trendy


Café Medici – fun coffeeshop located on West Lynn, a favorite street in Austin

Thunderbird – locally owned, direct trade coffeeshop with fine craft beer

Houndstooth– new with a super fancy espresso machine


Spiderhouse – near UT, great outdoor patio


Austin Java

 HYPERLINK "http://www.austinjava.com/"
 – a coffeehouse with a great menu of breakfast, sandwiches, etc.

Quacks – bakery and coffeeshop in Austin's quaint Hyde Park neighborhoods

Shopping


The Domain

Hill Country Galleria

Barton Creek Mall


Round Rock Outlets

San Marcos Outlets

The Drag – located in the heart of UT's campus
